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It is often said that the 
true measure of a com-
munity is how it treats its 

less fortunate members. By 
that measure, Lake Coun-
ty’s legal community stands 
tall. The Lake County legal 
community has a long estab-
lished history of fostering a 
culture of volunteerism to 
assist people in need. The 
generous and kind spirit of 
those who volunteer truly 
sets Lake County apart. At a 
time when access to justice 
is threatened for far too 
many people, those who vol-
unteer their services ensure 
that we provide meaningful 
access to justice for all and 
help our courts operate more 
fairly and efficiently.

A prime example is the 
impressive 70 lawyers, and 
a smaller number of mental 
health professionals, who 
volunteer their services in 
our family court. These vol-
unteers staff the first floor 
mediation room on a rotat-
ing basis, mediating paren-
tal responsibility, parenting 
time, child support, and 
other financial issues free of 
charge to self-represented 
litigants. Especially given 
the increase in the number 
of self-represented litigants 
in recent years, the service 
of these volunteers has been 
of immeasurable benefit to 
these parties and their chil-
dren, at a time when they are 

most vulnerable and in need 
of professional guidance.

Similarly, the 19th 
Judicial Circuit has also 
implemented a Small 
Claims Volunteer Medi-
ation program. Dedicat-
ed and skilled volunteer 
mediators, all of whom are 
lawyers, staff courtrooms 
306 and 307 every Thursday, 
both in the morning and in 
the afternoon. They mediate 
consumer collection mat-
ters, breach of contract cas-
es, evictions, and every other 
imaginable type of dispute 
heard in these courtrooms. 
The wide variety of legal 
matters and litigants present 
an assortment of unique 
challenges for these dedi-
cated professionals. In spite 
of those challenges, these 
mediators successfully re-
solve the vast majority of the 
cases that they undertake, 
and their work is highly 
praised by litigants, lawyers 
and judges alike.

Finally, in Juvenile 
Court, CASA volunteers 
(CASA stands for “Court 
Appointed Special Advo-
cates”) provide an essential 
role in helping the most 
vulnerable children in our 
community at the most 
crucial period in their lives. 
Specially trained CASA 
volunteers advocate for the 
best interests of abused and 
neglected children, dedicat-

ed to the premise that each 
child is entitled to a safe 
and permanent home. Each 
case has one to two CASA 
volunteers depending on the 
number of children in the 
family. They work closely 
with the court, juvenile pro-
bation, schools, and other 
stakeholders and service 
providers in service to these 
children and their families. 
The 252 CASAs volunteering 
in Lake County today serve 
as an integral partner in our 
juvenile justice system, and 
our successes have not gone 
unnoticed. At a time when 
it has been widely reported 
that children throughout 
Illinois are languishing in 
detention centers, psychi-
atric hospitals and shelters, 
Lake County’s juvenile 
justice system was recently 
the subject of a glowing 
report issued by the John 
Howard Association. The 
JHA hails Lake County as a 
model for juvenile courts, 
probation departments and 

detention centers statewide.1 
This recognition is in no 
small measure due to the 
dedicated CASA volunteers 
willing to give of themselves 
where few others are willing 
to step in.

On behalf of the 19th 
Judicial Circuit and those 
who visit our courthouse 
and juvenile justice complex 
each day, I want to thank the 
volunteer lawyers/media-
tors, Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates, and all the 
others who work pro bono 
for their exemplary service 
and dedication.

Recognizing 
Volunteerism

Chief Judge’s
Page

The

BY CHIEF JUDGE
JORGE L. ORTIZ

1	 The John Howard Associ-
ation of Illinois, Promoting 
Transparency and Account-
ability in Juvenile Detention 
Facilities: A Report of the 
John Howard Association’s 
Visit to the Robert W. 
Depke Juvenile Complex, 
Lake County, Illinois (2016). 
http://www.thejha.org/spe-
cialreports.
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Family Law 
Mediation
Tiffany Alexander
L. Kat Allen
Rickey Ament
Karissa Anderson
Leslie Arenson
Howard Bernstein
Daniel Bilsky
Mary Brandes
Melanie Caspi
Lindsay Coleman
Patricia Cornell
Donna Crunkilton-

Stiegel
Jennifer Cunningham-

Beeler
Kenneth Devaney
Dwayne Douglas
Hon. Wallace Dunn
Sharon Falen
Ellen Feldman
Kristie Fingerhut
Gretchen Fisher
Sylvia Foggetti
Lynn Gaffigan
David Gates
Stuart Gelfman
Amy Gertler
Deborah Goldberg
Ilene Goldstein
Lillian Gonzalez
Karen Grais - Meyer
Thomas Gurewitz
Marjorie Jacobs
Sara Kahn-Wool
Kevin Kane
Stephanie Kearney
Jerald Kessler
Ellene Lammers
Cynthia Lazar
Sally Lichter
Josefina Lozano
Megan McAlister
Jonathan Nye
Dr. Frances Pacheco
Shyama Parikh
Howard Peritz
June Peterson-Gleason
Joseph Poell
Bella Rappaport
Michone Riewer
Lindsay Roalfs
Sandra Rosenbloom
Dawn Roth
Gary Schlesinger
Alan Schuster
Marc Schwartz

Rick Scott
Nancy Shafer
Linda Sheehan
Marjorie Sher
Helen Sigman
Mark Simons
Nicole Slobe
Richard Sorman
Jeremy Spitzer
Robert Stavins
Michael Strauss
Jenny Valsamas
Robin Vanderwoude
Elizabeth Wakeman
Hon. Jane Waller
Jessica Weiner
Rebecca Whitcombe
Michelle Wiejaczka
Catherine Wifler
Peter Wifler

Small Claims 
Mediation 
Volunteers
Matthew Adler
Burr Anderson
Douglas M. Belofsky
Robert I. Berger
Hon. Terrence Brady 

(Ret.)
Rochelle Bromund 

(Paralegal)
Kevin Campbell
Anne B. Conroy
Jennifer Cunningham-

Beeler
Michael Danforth
Gerald Denotto
James J. Desanto
Walter Diambri
Stuart Duhl
Hon. Wallace B. Dunn 

(Ret.)
H. Case Ellis
Kristie C. Fingerhut
Anna Finn
Taryn Fisher
Leon Fox
Laura Dolores Frye
Lynn Gaffigan
David Ganfield
Michael Gauthier
Philip J. Glick
Howard T. Goffen
Richard J. Gray
Hon. Perry J. 

Gulbrandsen (Ret.)

Susanne Hollander
Hon. Michael S. Jordan 

(Ret.)
Laura Josephson-

Bernat
Stephanie Kearney
Kelly Keating
John W. Kenesey
Jerald A. Kessler
William Lundgren
David J. Magee
Vito Manicioto
Robert Masini
David C. Mclauchlan
Robert Monahan
Terry F. Moritz
Janice Morrison
Jonah Orlofsky
Thomas Pasquesi
Mark B. Peavey
James Perrin
June Peterson-Gleason
Hon. Haskell Pitluck 

(Ret.)
Joseph Poell
Hon. John G. 

Radosevich (Ret.)
Randall S. Rapp
Richard J. Rappaport
James Reiman
Hon. Wayne Rhine 

(Ret.)
Barry Rose
Ila S. Rothschild
Susan Ruffer Levin
Philip J. Ryan
Lisa Sandlow
Peter M. Schlax
Jerold Schnayer
Jean Schroeder
Nancy Shafer
Barbara J. Snider
Perry S. Smith
Matthew J. Stanton
Hon. Christopher C. 

Starck (Ret.)
Keisha Stoute, MA, 

LPC
Amy Strege
C. David Sullivan
Marlon Suskin
Hon. Henry C. Tonigan, 

III (Ret.)
Hon. Peter M. Trobe 

(Ret.)
Brittany Van Roo
Joseph Vito
Hon. Jane D. Waller, 

(Ret.)
Peter Wifler
Catherine M. Wifler
James L. Wright
Miles J. Zaremski
David Zipp

CASA Volunteers
Alyce Adesko
John Adorjan
Angela Affolter
Kathleen Anderson
Patricia Baker
Carol Bassett
Ethan Bensinger
Dawn Biernat
Amy Bless
Eleanor Blustein
Cathy Blythe
Nina Bremneour
John Brignon
Cassie Brooks
Kathleen	Brosmith
Gail Brown
Carolyn Buchholz
James Burt
Nicole Carrow
JoAnne Celba
Donna Chen
Becky Chodes
Karen Clarke
Julie Cohen
Lisa Cohen
Helen Coleman
Cheryl Collins
Janet Conlon
Julie Corey
Lauren Crane
Christina Curschman
Madeleine Davis
Jean Jacques De 

Jaegher
Elsa De Jaegher
Sylvia Dekirmandjian
Lindsay DeReadt
Sandra Diaz
Alejandra (Alex) 

Dominguez
Mary Dominiak
Ginni Doshi
Sue Dreys
Beth Edwards
Marcia Elkin
Mary Ellicson
Jamie Epstein
Linda Evola
Tuly Faden

Connie Fako Shoemake
Patty Felker
Terrence Fitzpatrick
Marie Foley
Amy Foor-Noland
Mary Ann Forness
Julia Foster
Roxy Freel
Jennifer Frentzel
Stacy Friedland
Erica Friedman
Debbie Friedman
Lynn Froy
June Frydman
Alicai Galarce
Abril Gant
Kathy Ganyu
Sherri Gehrke
Susan Geisenheimer
Sharon Gernady
Kelly Gervin
Judi Gettleman
Kristyn Gibson
Maria Gisela Jimenez
Jane Glover
Margaret	Goldman
Holly Goldsmith
Jennifer Gould
Aida Graff
Janice Greenawalt
Deborah Greenswag
Jerry Groen
Gail Grossman
Greg Guess
Jody Gullifor
Jamarra Hall
Meg Hamilton
Inez Hanan
Erin Heidecke
Amy Heifitz
Denise Heimlich
Lisa Henderson
Jennifer Herb
Rosita Hernandez
Katie Hill
Mary Hill
Marla Hindin
Barbara Howard
Susan Isenberg
Lauren Jacobson
Raj Jayaraman
Dennis Jennings
Maria Jimenez
Jodi Kahn
Missy Kanter
Margot Kaplan
Jacquelyn Karlin

Continued

Lake County Volunteers



The Docket6

Amanda Kasper
Jan Katz
Gina Keefe
Erin Kerpel
Kim Keywell
Teresa Kick
Lea King
Michael Knight
Diane Kovarik
Lynn Kubichan
Jean Kulczyk
Jenny L Zinser
Lavanya Lall
Julie Langley
Barbara Laskowski
Kathleen Lawler
Adriana Lay
Cynthia Leman
Kristin Leonard
Judy Lewis
Tony Lezimis
Nancy Liberman
Laura Lieberman
Gail Lifshitz
Jane Lindstrom
Lisa Lissner
Barbara Lore-Mayo
Michael Lorsch
Ellen Lubelfeld
Laura Luce

Jeffery Luckett
Debora Ludolph
Sharon Madaus
Michelle Madura
Meg Manda
Scott Marler
Laurel Marr
Jorie (Marjorie) Martin
Pamela Mastricola
Rachel Matheson
Sandra McClain
Terri McDonnell
Colleen McGuire
Kelly McShane
Michael Melber
Kerri Melzl
Danielle Mergner
Lisa Meyer
Venetia Miles
Barbara Miller
Cecilia Milotti
Sara Mintz
Monica Miranda
Mimi Mitchell
Susan Mock
Gloria Moreno
Dennis Mudd
Elaine Nekarda
Lori Nevel
Elzan Ohlwein

Meg O’Keefe
Mary Ellen Palubicki
Julie Pappas
Haydon Paquin
Ellen Paton
Susan Patton
Roni Pence
Hyde Perce
Beth Perlmutter
Ken Peterson
Linda Piepenbrink
Chris Poynter
Katie Quade
Heidi Raymond
Rosemary Reed
Sandra Remmert
Judith Rich
Ingrid Richards
Carmen Riehm
Christine Rienstra-

Kiracofe
Barbara Roberson
Ron Roberti
Elizabeth Roop
Shirley Root
Judith Roseman
Kim Rosenberg
Marcy Rosengarten
Wendy Rosenholtz
Ann Ross

Cathy Ross
Robin Salk
Barbra Saltzman
James Sayre
Patricia Schaefer
Rebecca Scheuneman
Marion Schmidt
Shane Schultz
Jody Seligman
Blanca Sermak
Joan Shannahan
Sue Sherman
Priscilla Sienko
Deborah Silverstein
Jeanne Simons
Janet Simpson
Roseann Sinkovitz
Ekta Sirohi
William Slominski
Amy Slutzky
Renee Smith
Shelley Spathis
Andrea Sperling
Susan Squires
Marla Stein
Susan Stern
Ben Sultz
Monica Swanson
Carola Tanna
Julia Tanneberger

Gayle Tavares
Mary Tegtmeyer
Laura Topel
Lynda Turner
Emily Turner
Laura Ulrich
Chalwa van der Bogert
Lisa VanErden
Noga Villalon
Debbie Wagner
Patricia Wagner
Pam Wallach
Karen Warlin
Mary Weber
Elizabeth Wells
Georgia Wells
Suzanne Wexler
Gail Wharton
Jeanette White
Roxanne Wichlin
Gregory Williams
Jane Williams
Lynnae Wolin
Tracey Wooten
Catherine Wright
Sarah Wright
Midori Yokoyama
Barbara Zenner
Jenny Zinser
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