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 (705 ILCS 405/Art. II heading)  
ARTICLE II. ABUSED, NEGLECTED OR 

DEPENDENT MINORS 

 
 

    (705 ILCS 405/2-1) (from Ch. 37, par. 802-1)  
    Sec. 2-1. Jurisdictional facts. Proceedings may be 

instituted under the provisions of this Article concerning 

boys and girls who are abused, neglected or dependent, as 

defined in Sections 2-3 or 2-4.  
(Source: P.A. 85-601.)  

 
 

    (705 ILCS 405/2-2) (from Ch. 37, par. 802-2)  
    Sec. 2-2. Venue. (1) Venue under this Article lies in the 

county where the minor resides or is found.  
    (2) If proceedings are commenced in any county other than 

that of the minor's residence, the court in which the 

proceedings were initiated may at any time before or after 

adjudication of wardship transfer the case to the county of 

the minor's residence by transmitting to the court in that 

county an authenticated copy of the court record, including 

all documents, petitions and orders filed therein, and the 

minute orders and docket entries of the court. Transfer in 

like manner may be made in the event of a change of residence 

from one county to another of a minor concerning whom 

proceedings are pending.  
(Source: P.A. 85-601.)  

 
 

    (705 ILCS 405/2-3) (from Ch. 37, par. 802-3)  
    Sec. 2-3. Neglected or abused minor.  
    (1) Those who are neglected include:  
        (a) any minor under 18 years of age who is not  

     

receiving the proper or necessary support, education as 

required by law, or medical or other remedial care 

recognized under State law as necessary for a minor's 

well-being, or other care necessary for his or her 

well-being, including adequate food, clothing and shelter, 

or who is abandoned by his or her parents or other person 

responsible for the minor's welfare, except that a minor 

shall not be considered neglected for the sole reason that 

the minor's parent or other person responsible for the 

minor's welfare has left the minor in the care of an adult 

relative for any period of time; or 
 

        (b) any minor under 18 years of age whose  
     environment is injurious to his or her welfare; or 
 

        (c) any newborn infant whose blood, urine, or  
     meconium contains any amount of a controlled substance as 



 (705 ILCS 405/) Juvenile Court Act of 1987 

S1 

defined in subsection (f) of Section 102 of the Illinois 

Controlled Substances Act, as now or hereafter amended, or 

a metabolite of a controlled substance, with the exception 

of controlled substances or metabolites of such 

substances, the presence of which in the newborn infant is 

the result of medical treatment administered to the mother 

or the newborn infant; or 
 

        (d) any minor under the age of 14 years whose parent  

     

or other person responsible for the minor's welfare leaves 

the minor without supervision for an unreasonable period 

of time without regard for the mental or physical health, 

safety, or welfare of that minor; or 
 

        (e) any minor who has been provided with interim  

     

crisis intervention services under Section 3-5 of this Act 

and whose parent, guardian, or custodian refuses to permit 

the minor to return home unless the minor is an immediate 

physical danger to himself, herself, or others living in 

the home.  
 

    Whether the minor was left without regard for the mental 

or physical health, safety, or welfare of that minor or the 

period of time was unreasonable shall be determined by 

considering the following factors, including but not limited 

to:  
        (1) the age of the minor;  
        (2) the number of minors left at the location;  
        (3) special needs of the minor, including whether  

     
the minor is physically or mentally handicapped, or 

otherwise in need of ongoing prescribed medical treatment 

such as periodic doses of insulin or other medications; 
 

        (4) the duration of time in which the minor was left  
     without supervision; 
 

        (5) the condition and location of the place where  
     the minor was left without supervision; 
 

        (6) the time of day or night when the minor was left  
     without supervision; 
 

        (7) the weather conditions, including whether the  

     
minor was left in a location with adequate protection from 

the natural elements such as adequate heat or light; 
 

        (8) the location of the parent or guardian at the  

     
time the minor was left without supervision, the physical 

distance the minor was from the parent or guardian at the 

time the minor was without supervision; 
 

        (9) whether the minor's movement was restricted, or  

     
the minor was otherwise locked within a room or other 

structure; 
 

        (10) whether the minor was given a phone number of a  

     
person or location to call in the event of an emergency 

and whether the minor was capable of making an emergency 

call; 
 

        (11) whether there was food and other provision left  
     for the minor; 
 

        (12) whether any of the conduct is attributable to  

     

economic hardship or illness and the parent, guardian or 

other person having physical custody or control of the 

child made a good faith effort to provide for the health 

and safety of the minor; 
 

        (13) the age and physical and mental capabilities of  
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the person or persons who provided supervision for the 

minor; 
 

        (14) whether the minor was left under the  
     supervision of another person; 
 

        (15) any other factor that would endanger the health  
     and safety of that particular minor. 
 

    A minor shall not be considered neglected for the sole 

reason that the minor has been relinquished in accordance with 

the Abandoned Newborn Infant Protection Act.  
    (2) Those who are abused include any minor under 18 years 

of age whose parent or immediate family member, or any person 

responsible for the minor's welfare, or any person who is in 

the same family or household as the minor, or any individual 

residing in the same home as the minor, or a paramour of the 

minor's parent:  
        (i) inflicts, causes to be inflicted, or allows to  

     

be inflicted upon such minor physical injury, by other 

than accidental means, which causes death, disfigurement, 

impairment of physical or emotional health, or loss or 

impairment of any bodily function; 
 

        (ii) creates a substantial risk of physical injury  

     

to such minor by other than accidental means which would 

be likely to cause death, disfigurement, impairment of 

emotional health, or loss or impairment of any bodily 

function; 
 

        (iii) commits or allows to be committed any sex  

     

offense against such minor, as such sex offenses are 

defined in the Criminal Code of 1961, as amended, and 

extending those definitions of sex offenses to include 

minors under 18 years of age; 
 

        (iv) commits or allows to be committed an act or  
     acts of torture upon such minor; or 
 

        (v) inflicts excessive corporal punishment.  
    A minor shall not be considered abused for the sole reason 

that the minor has been relinquished in accordance with the 

Abandoned Newborn Infant Protection Act.  
    (3) This Section does not apply to a minor who would be 

included herein solely for the purpose of qualifying for 

financial assistance for himself, his parents, guardian or 

custodian.  
(Source: P.A. 95-443, eff. 1-1-08.)  

 
 

    (705 ILCS 405/2-4) (from Ch. 37, par. 802-4)  
    Sec. 2-4. Dependent minor.  
    (1) Those who are dependent include any minor under 18 

years of age:  
        (a) who is without a parent, guardian or legal  
     custodian; 
 

        (b) who is without proper care because of the  

     
physical or mental disability of his parent, guardian or 

custodian; 
 

        (c) who is without proper medical or other remedial  
     care recognized under State law or other care necessary 
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for his or her well being through no fault, neglect or 

lack of concern by his parents, guardian or custodian, 

provided that no order may be made terminating parental 

rights, nor may a minor be removed from the custody of his 

or her parents for longer than 6 months, pursuant to an 

adjudication as a dependent minor under this subdivision 

(c), unless it is found to be in his or her best interest 

by the court or the case automatically closes as provided 

under Section 2-31 of this Act; or 
 

        (d) who has a parent, guardian or legal custodian  

     

who with good cause wishes to be relieved of all residual 

parental rights and responsibilities, guardianship or 

custody, and who desires the appointment of a guardian of 

the person with power to consent to the adoption of the 

minor under Section 2-29. 
 

    (2) This Section does not apply to a minor who would be 

included herein solely for the purpose of qualifying for 

financial assistance for himself, his parents, guardian or 

custodian or to a minor solely because his or her parent or 

guardian has left the minor for any period of time in the care 

of an adult relative.  
(Source: P.A. 91-357, eff. 7-29-99.)  

 


